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Implementation of CLP Annex VIII 
 
 

Cefic welcomes the efforts carried out by the Commission, ECHA, Member States and Industry towards 

the implementation of the new obligations set in Annex VIII to CLP. Cefic has been actively participating in 

the multiple discussions regarding the drafting of the Annex VIII and later on the work regarding the 

implementation of the new provisions. 

 

During the most recent months the activities in this regards have increased exponentially, as was 

anticipated, given the complexity of the procedure. Taking into account those developments, Cefic is 

highly concerned about the tight deadlines that have to be met and the uncertainty remaining in key 

areas.  

 
- Duty holders: The recent discussions in this year’s CARACAL meetings, CASG ATP and the 

feedback sent by the participants clearly show uncertainties remain on the duty holders of the 
provision included in Annex VIII to CLP.  

 
- Workability study: The Commission Workability study, launched in July 2018, is still in its initial 

phase. Some of the key issues identified (i.e. Interpretation of industrial use, Multiple UFIs, 
applicability of the ranges for some sectors, etc.) are still unresolved. These topics are not easy to 
evaluate and the allocated time is not sufficient for a thorough understanding of the situation. 

 
- Annex VIII amendments: In previous discussions it was agreed that the workability study will 

indicate if Annex VIII to CLP needs to be amended. Moreover, in September 2018 some other 
amendments were already discussed during a CASG ATP meeting. We are convinced that the 
workability study will show the need for some changes in the Annex, however given the timelines 
these amendments could only take place, at best, a few months before the entry into force of the 
Annex.  

 
- IT tools: 

 
o ECHA searchable database: During the last few months, Cefic has followed closely the 

CARACAL and ECHA Management Board discussions on the development of the 
notification portal in ECHA and the possibility of having a searchable database. Progress 
has been slow and the decision on the database was taken only in September 2018. This 
leaves little time for the development of a database that for some will be essential for the 
good functioning of the system 
 

o Delay in the portal development: ECHA is developing the portal to receive the 
notifications, and the first testing phase started only in October 2018 with a limited 
number of participants due to the time constraints. This portal will be key for the 
submission of the information, and its development should be sound and guarantee a 
fully functioning tool well ahead of the first notification deadline in January 2020. 
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Moreover the portal that is being developed by ECHA will now include the searchable 
database function, which is by no means a minor task.  

 
o Data Security: The information to be submitted is in many cases Confidential Business 

Information (CBI). Cefic is concerned that the given timelines will not allow Member 
States authorities to implement on time the appropriate data protection standards, and 
thus safeguarding the intellectual property and know-how of the European companies. 
Especially for downstream users (often SMEs) who formulate mixtures for professional or 
consumer use, the product know-how that absolutely demands protection lies in the 
formulations of their products. Confidential business information must be strictly 
protected at all levels of the notification process, from reporting through central or 
national reporting portals to the transfer of relevant information to appointed bodies 
and/or poison information centres. We would like to ask the Commission to 
communicate regularly, in a transparent manner, on measures taken against internal and 
external unauthorized access including their effectiveness.  

 

Companies are deeply concerned due to the very limited room for action, the uncertainty and the tight 

time schedule. For the implementation of a long term regulatory compliance in the companies and 

development of a well-designed system and process landscape, including monitoring processes and 

trainings, a timeframe of at least one year is a must.  
 
Considering all of the above, Cefic would like to ask the Commission to take the necessary actions to 
guarantee that the obligations set in Annex VIII to CLP can be met by the notifiers with the adequate tools 
in place by the application date for the requirements for consumer mixtures, namely the 1st of January of 
2020. If that would not be possible, the Commission should consider a reappraisal of the current deadline 
to allow the ongoing activities to be completed and analyzed properly. 
 
We remain available for future questions or enquiries. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For more information please contact: 

Blanca Serrano, Director Product Stewarship, Cefic, 

+32 2.676.73.40 or bsr@cefic.be. 
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Cefic, the European Chemical Industry Council, founded  

in 1972, is the voice of 29,000 large, medium and small 

chemical companies in Europe, which provide 1.2 million 

jobs and account for 14.7% of world chemicals production. 

 


